H! Well, Iast week was a busy week but | hope you got the al buns of
pics fromhere. Timoffered to send themout to you all so | amsure
you received them

W went to a part of Chulucanas that was invaded by a group of people

| ooking for a home. They live in houses made of straw mats for walls
and banana | eaves for roofs. Ed and | |ooked at their hones and
couldn”t believe that they are fighting to keep these shelters. They
said they deserve to have a HOVE for their children. Bishop cel ebrated
a Liturgy with themto remenber the 2nd anniversary of themliving
there. He is trying to help themkeep their land. It is nothing but a
barren strip of dirt. There are no bathroons so they have a ditch by
the place. Wen it rains, the children PLAY in the ditch!

On Sunday we went to the Canpo with Dan. After a bunpy ride over nud
roads and through riv ers that took 1 and a half hours, we

arrived. The people had been waiting for an hour. They blew off the
cherry bonbs when we arrived to announce the Bishop”s arrival. The
liturgy was beautiful. The people were well prepared. They appreciate
Dan so nmuch! He is definitely an advocate of the poor and they know
it!

After Mass, we went to the rectory and ate some sort of fat banana that
tasted like yucca...very interesting. Then we headed to Ml acasi
another church. By this tine we were 1 and a half hours late and the
peopl e were waiting in church patiently. Can you imagine that in the
States? Ed and | walked in Church. W always try to sneak up the side
and stand along the wall since the Church is full. W walked in
greeted by everyone on both sides of the Church facing us and cl appi ng
us up the center aisles. How hunbling it is to see the people so
appreci ative of having a Sunday Liturgy and wel com ng strangers into
their parish

After the Liturgy, we had to eat again! This tinme we had a soup made
of sone sort of water ? and a piece of a chicken who had been
exercising a lot! Ed was feeding the skinny dog under the table. Then
we had a plate full of rice and various itens... W try not to eat
outside the house but couldn’t avoid this neal!

Ed spent a day at the Asilo fixing screens with the Augie vol unteers
who are here. Then he and | went back for a 6 hour day of replacing
screens and putting up slats so the Seniors won't break themwith their
wheel chairs. Hopefully, this will alleviate the fly problemthere
When we got ready to return there wasn't a car again so we began

wal king the 5 mles to town. Thank God a car came by. | was |ucky and
sat in the front with two nen. Ed ended in the back end of a station
wagon with the bags and another man. But it sure beat walking in the
sun!

W were without water for 3 days. Once our buckets were enpty, Ed was
carrying water down the street fromthe Bishop”s house. | can handle
many things but | do like getting a shower once a day....didn"t happen!

Qur other big nuisances right now are the grillos (like cicadas) that
have i nundated the town and our house. They are ugly and attack like a
bomber. They are everywhere and you can’t wal k down the street without
crunching all the way! Also, we have peloteros (like june bugs) and
they are |ike kani kazees...they head right for the forhead, | think.
The rain in wonderful and the farners are having a great year but the
rain brings these ugly creatures that are a royal pain!! W gave a
tal k ast night and had to keep dodgi ng the attackers!

Qur Bible study is going great. Qur couple groups are continuing to

flourish. Ed is still trying to get the men to cone to the Thurs.
neeting. W sent individual invitations for this week so we will see
Pray for success for this....that would be 5 or nore. HA

Last Sunday | net one of ny English students to go for an eye exam at
7:30 in the norning. H's nother couldn”t go because she was working in
the nountains. W finally saw the eye Dr. at 12:30. He definitely
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needed gl asses. He told ne he hasn"t been able to see for 3 years. He
needs gl asses so strong that they couldn”t give himfull strength or he
woul d be too dizzy. So he will need a new pair next year but it's a
start. He can pick themup today. | am anxious to see what a
difference it nmakes for himin school. He is 13 and in the second year
of HS...that" s like 7th grade in the states.

Probably one of the biggest needs here is nedical. The people don't
have noney for nedicine so they wal k around with ear infections,
cancer, in need of an operation, etc..but have no noney for it.

A man paid a downpaynent for surgery. The Dr. opened himup and
started the surgery. Then he went out to the fanmily and said he

woul dn”t finish until they paid the remainder. They didn"t have the
noney so he left the guy on the table, open, and went hone. The famly
had to go around town and | ook for noney and find the Dr, pay him and

then he went back and finished the surgery!!! They don’"t know about
| aw suits around here! Noone has noney, so noone bot hers.
Well, you are probably good and bored and | need to go check on sone

girls who are going to study at the CEO Wonen s Enpowernent Center this
year.

God bl ess and keep us in your prayers!
Ed and Pat GCeiss
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